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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
14.  “ The Fall of Anti-Christ Religion and Government!”
Scripture:  Revelation 17:1-18:24
Theme:  “False religions and anti-christ government will ultimately fall in light of God’s final judgment.”                
Introduction:
Before we continue our story with the next two chapters in Revelation, let’s take a moment and reflect on the message we have gained thus far.  

Make no mistake.  We are at war!  The battle has raged from the time God revealed His plan of redemption to Satan. Israel has been under Satan’s attack from the beginning.  (Gen. 3:15; Is. 50:1, 54; Jer. 4:31) Evil has tried to devour the promise of a Messiah. (Rev.12:1-4).  Yet nothing could stifle the appearance of God’s Christ.  A beachhead for the conquering kingdom of God to reclaim earth was established in Bethlehem.
However, Satan—the evil one—has not given up.  Though receiving a deadly set back in the victory of Christ, over death, he has turned his anger on the true Israel of God: the woman and her off-spring, the church.  John reminds us that we must make no mistake about the nature of the conflict. As the battle continues, through the tribulation we remember that we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers.

Then in Chapter 13, we learned of the instruments that Satan uses to persecute the church.  An anti-christ political power is the second person of the demonic trinity.  Satan uses the governments of the world (and ultimately a government) as one of his tools of evil and eventual persecution (Dan. 7; Rev. 13:2)
Further, John introduced the “Lamb with the voice of the dragon”, who is the third person of this evil trinity.  This creature represents a counterfeit church and/or anti Christ religion, that will attempt to seduce the true church to compromising its doctrine and to doubt Christ-centered theology.  Emperor worship, as personified by Nero was John’s case in point.  The lure of man worshipping himself (the God within you) continues to be the oldest but most effective ploy of all.

Be alert, Revelation warns; because the stakes are high!  When the first beast comes to persecute using political power, God’s people must have endurance and patience.  When the second beast brings forth anti-christ religion, the saints must have discernment and integrity.  But let all be assured! God’s people will receive recompense for their faithful steadfastness.  Christians can rest in assurance that judgment and divine justice will come in history.  Persecution may be for the moment, but satisfaction will be eternal
In Chapter 16,  when the bowls of wrath are finally poured out, no one can say that God’s wrath was not justified.  The judgments that happen in history and at the end of history come because the blessings and call of God have been ignored and repudiated.  Those who identified with Satan’s anti-christ strategies and persecution of his church will rightly experience the wrath of God.  The trumpet events of Chapters 8-9 occurred to warn people with a call to repentance.  Now the bowls of wrath are poured out on those who refuse to repent. They are doomed to experience the final outpouring of God’s divine wrath.
Yet a question remains unanswered.  How will God deal with these other enemies of Christ and His church?  What is in store for the dragon, the two beasts, and the great harlot—(which were introduced in Rev. 12-14)?  In Chapters 17-19, John tells the fate of the great harlot, then the two beasts and finally reveals God’s judgment on Satan and his host.  The message that Revelations communicates in chs. 17-18 is that we Christians can have confidence that in the end, worldliness with its false religions, false securities and false glory will ultimately fall and be judged by God.
I.   THE FALSE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM IS EXPOSED   REV. 17:1-6     
1      Who is the central figure portrayed in 17:1-2?  In what sense is she influential.?...attractive?...evil?...repulsive?
·      Who is she?  Rev. 14:8; 16:19

·   Why would John use the words: “the great harlot” to describe her?                 (Prov. 7:10-18)
·      To what extent do you think that the United States can rightly be designated “Babylon”?
2     As the angel carries John away, what does he now see?  17: 3-4
·   Why do you think  that idolatry (worship of false gods) is described as adultery and harlotry in the Bible?  (Jer. 11:10; 22:9)
3     What title is given to this “woman” and what amazed John about her? 17:5-6
II.  THE MYSTERY IS EXPLAINED  REV. 17:7-18 
1       How does John describe the mystery of the woman and the beast she rides?  17:7-8
·      With what other person in Revelation is contrasted with the beast “who was, is not, and will be”?  1:18; 2:8
·      What does this description tell you about this persecutor of faithful believers?
·       How have various biblical interpreters identified the harlot and beast?
2        How  did the angel explain the seven heads of the beast?  17:9-11
·      What are  various approaches to solving the problem of who or what is represented by the seven kings?
·       In what sense does the beast belong to the seventh king yet is an eighth?
3.     Why do the kings and the beast join forces?  With what result?  17:12-14  
4.     What surprising event is described in 17:15-18?               

·     How can evil turn on itself?
·      Who remains in control here?  17:17
III. 
THE VINDICATING JUDGMENT IS EXPRESSED  18:1-24
1       On what basis can the angel declare that Babylon has fallen since in John’s time Rome still stood?  18:1-2
2       Why did the angel say that Babylon was being judged?  18:3
3       What did a voice from heaven urge?  18:4-5  
·     How does God’s perspective of Babylon (vv 2-6) differ from Babylon’s self understanding?   vs. 7
4       How do the voices from the world greet the fall of Babylon?  vv. 9-20            
·     Contemporize each of their laments…why would you mourn if you were in their situation?
5     On what basis can the final collapse of word civilization be compared to the fall of Rome?

6     As you reflect on your interpretation of chapters 17-18 of Revelation:

a.   Is John describing the final destruction of the Roman Catholic Church?

b. Does Babylon refer to a literal location of a specific city or is it a symbolic   representation of corrupt government?

c.  Is John speaking of a revived Roman Empire made up of a European common market with the city of Rome as its capital?  How would you support that?
d.  As you reflect on the identity of Babylon and the Harlot Woman, what are various    explanations that interpreters have given?  What conclusions have you come to—and on what basis?

APPLICATION:

What is the most important lesson you learned from this passage?  How has this given you a new perspective of what lies ahead of us in history?
